
 

 

Are you interested in 

 

      

    

      

    TRACING YOUR MAYO ROOTS? 
 

This project is supported by the Department of Rural and Community Development and 
Pobal through the Community Services Programme 

 

 

 
 

 

North Mayo Heritage Centre 

 

Vol.VII Issue 27 

5th July 2026 

 

Newsletter 

Mayo  
 

If you are interested in professional help to research your family 

history or are curious about your ancestry, why not contact us?     
 

Tel: 096 31809   www.northmayoheritagecentre.ie  Email: northmayo@gmail.com  Email: nmhmarketing2017@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

  

The Marian Shrine in wintertime, keeping 

a watching eye on the town in all weathers. 

(Image: Con-telegraph -Niamh Maughan) 

The Marian Shrine in summertime, well 

maintained and adorned with flowers  

(Image: google) 

Marian Shrine 
and the 

“Moving Statue” 

Controversy . 
(Image: Google) 

 

http://www.northmayoheritagecentre.ie/
mailto:northmayo@gmail.com


 

FEATURE ARTICLE 

Its History: 

The monument was erected in 1954. This 

specific year was designated by Pope Pius 

XII as the Marian Year to celebrate the 

centenary of the dogma of the Immaculate 

Conception. Across Ireland, this year 

sparked a massive cultural and religious 

movement where hundreds of towns and 

villages built outdoor grottos, statues, and 

shrines dedicated to the Virgin Mary. The 

monument in Crossmolina was funded and 

built by local community and Mayo County 

Council under the guidance of church 

leadership.  

 

It was explicitly erected as an expression of 

thanksgiving to the Blessed Virgin. Local 

accounts point to gratitude for her 

protection over the town, particularly 

during periods of economic hardship and 

high emigration. 

 

To move or not to move! - the 2003 

controversy: 

The statue was the subject of local and 

national attention in 2003 when Mayo 

County Council sought to relocate it due to 

traffic congestion issues in the town centre. 

During the conflict Mayo County Council 

argued that its position on Main Street 

obstructed the traffic flow of the N59 

roadway. When the council endeavoured to 

relocate it, local residents formed protests 

to protect it.  

 

Mr Anthony Canavan, one of the original 

committee members which had the statue 

erected, said: "There was very little 

suffering in Crossmolina during the 

Famine compared to outlying areas. Fifty 

years ago it was decided to erect this statue 

as a mark of gratitude to the Blessed Virgin 

for being spared the worst ravages of the 

Famine." 

Mrs Dorothy Lynn who lived very close to 

the statue said: "For me the pain of seeing 

the statue go would be unbearable”. 

 
The local people were sharply divided on 

the proposal that the monument be 

dismantled and re-erected in the new 

extension to the local graveyard. 

 

This divergence of opinion was reflected in 

a narrow, 14-13 vote in favour of its 

removal, at a poorly-attended meeting 

organised by the community council. Dr 

Michael Loftus, chairman of the 

Crossmolina Community Council, 

explained at the time that the removal of the 

statue was a “sensitive issue and would not 

be resolved without a further ballot”. 

 

It was decided to hold a second ballot in the 

hope that more people would show up. The 

parishioners of Crossmolina voted by a 

majority of about 80 to 1 to keep the shrine 

in its present location.The local curate at the 

time, Father Pat Munnelly observed that: "It 

is an issue between the local authority and 

the people. Our only concern - whether the 

statue is removed or left where it is - is that 

it not be damaged in any way." 

 

The community successfully argued that its 

historical and sentimental value outweighed 

traffic concerns, forcing the council to leave 

the statue in its original spot.  

 

There was also a proposal to move the statue 

prior to this, in 1994, which was similarly 

met with local disapproval. 

 

The Marian Shrine in 2026: 

The shrine remains an integral part of the 

local community and an impressive 

landmark in the town.  It is a designated 

point of interest on the Crossmolina Town 

Trail. Interestingly, a sculpture of Dr. 

Mickey Loftus was erected just behind the 

Marian Shrine on the footpath: both now 

overlooking the centre of the town. 

 

Today, the Marian Shrine is frequently 

adorned with Christmas decorations, 

celebratory bunting, flowers and local 

crafts. Our Lady’s presence remains a 

guiding and comforting force in 

Crossmolina as she continues to watch over 

the town with gentle vigilance, as we go 

about our daily lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     he Marian Shrine in Crossmolina  

    carries a rich history that lies deep 

     in the town's local identity.  

 

 

WORKSHOPS AT THE NORTH 

MAYO HERITAGE CENTRE: 
 

Basket making, jewellery making, 

felting, brush making, indigo dyeing, 

kids willow weaving etc. 

 

Scan QR code to book 

 

The North Mayo Heritage Centre CLG is a not-for-profit social enterprise and registered charity. 

 

The Marian Shrine 
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“Moving Statue” 
Controversy  
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The image of Crossmolina in 1914 (taken from 

Ballina Street) prior to the erection of the 

Marian Shrine.  (Image: Robert French) 

 

 

 

Children bringing water from the town pump in 

1938, where the Marian Shrine now stands. 

(Image: The Fr. Browne collection) 

 

 

 

 

An estimated 4,800 to 5,000 baby girls 

born in Ireland in 1954 were named 

Marian (reddit.com) 

 


